Friday 23 October 2020
Telephone: 01295 263067

Email: office@harriers-aspirations.org

Website: harriers-aspirations.org

Our nursery classroom decorated with autumn leaves collected from the playing field.

Principal’s News
Dear Parents/Carers
In a normal year, which 2020 clearly isn't, we
would shortly be hosting open mornings to help
potential new pupils and their families choose
their child's school. We cannot do this safely in
person this year, so must be more creative.
This week we have welcomed professional
photographers in to film and photograph the
school in action, and help showcase all of the
wonderful learning we do. Mrs M Roberts'
husband even kindly volunteered to come and
capture some drone footage of the school
grounds. All of this will be edited to update our
website and create video content that we can
use to celebrate the many special things about
Harriers - and share with our current families,
of course! Please feel free to share these
materials when they are released, mid
November, as we genuinely hope they will help
any new families who are making this
important decision.
As you will be aware, the number of Covid-19
cases is rising locally, with some local schools
being forced to fully or partially close. Now
more than ever, please be very conscious of
who your child has close contact with outside
of school. We are very careful to keep children
in bubbles, so in the event of a positive case
we would only need to send one bubble home,
but if children from different bubbles mix
outside of schools then this could lead to wider
closing. Obviously, we hope we will avoid this

situation but we do all need to remain cautious
and alert.
We would like to publicly thank our wonderful
PTFA who have raised a huge amount of
money for the school once again this year.
We'd also like to thank all of you who have
engaged with PTFA events and made them so
successful. The PTFA have previously been
able to contribute financial support toward the
library bus, our playground and wet play
resources, class trips and leaver hoodies - just
to name a few! We are delighted to confirm
that they are now making a significant
contribution to our new Year 1 canopy
installation, more news to follow.
Have a good, safe break and thank you for
your ongoing support.
Alex Pearson, Principal

A lovely Harvest poem by Daniel.

Science Club for Girls competes for top
award

An advance warning from Eagles

The club, run by Mrs Maxine Roberts, has
been nominated for an Oxfordshire Youth
Award in the STEM innovator category. They
will discover if they have won during a virtual
ceremony on 28th October. Free tickets are
available here.

Following on from making model volcanoes for
their natural disaster project, Eagles class have
now started to use Microbits. These allowed
them to code messages onto the display to
show an alert for their natural disaster warning
systems. Amazing work from the whole class!

The after-school club was launched two years
ago to encourage girls to develop greater
confidence about science.

Science and Art for Year 5

Mrs Roberts said: ‘’It’s really important that
girls are involved in science. We have 20 girls
who are members of the club and they are
actively engaging with science and want to
learn more.
‘’To be shortlisted makes me very proud of the
girls and the club.’’
Autumn leaves

Nursery children had their first visit to the big
playing field. They all went on a leaf hunt to
gather leaves for their autumn hedgehogs.
They listened really well and stayed safe when
walking to and from the field. The children
especially enjoyed running up and down the
hill.

Year 5 children
have been
learning about the
life cycles of
plants. They have
dissected flowers
and created their
own botanical
water colour
pictures.

Introducing Buzz and
Woody!
Children in early years were
delighted to meet their new
classmates, Buzz and Woody
the guinea
pigs. The
children took
turns to hold
them, being very careful and
gentle. They will learn how to
take care of their new pets,
making sure they are always
safe and well looked after.

A lovely Harvest poem by Nadia.

Please wear a mask
A reminder that all adults and
children over the age of 11 who
attend to drop off/collect children
or enter the school office should wear a face
covering. Read the letter to parents here

Another great way to see what we
are learning at Harriers is to follow
our Facebook page or our Twitter
page.

Dates for your Diary
Holiday: Monday 26 October – Friday 30
October.
Monday 2 November: Start of Term 2.
Friday 20 November: INSET day (no children
in school).
Wednesday 25 November: Childhood Flu
vaccinations, Reception – Year 6.
Friday 18 December: Last day of term 2.
School finishes at 1.30pm. Nursery will also
finish at 1.30pm.
No wraparound care or homework club on this
day.
Term dates for 2020-21 are available here

Community Activities
Just Camps October Half Term Activities

