Friday 4 December 2020
Telephone: 01295 263067

Email: office@harriers-aspirations.org

Principal’s News
Dear Parents/Carers
It is always lovely to see the school become
Christmassy. Although things will be a little
different to normal this year, we still have lots
of Christmas activities and events taking place,
more details can be found later in this
newsletter or online here.
In addition to these we are delighted to be
supporting the KHH Santa Fun Run on
Thursday 10th December. Read the letter to
parents here.

It was announced yesterday that schools in
Tier 2 are allowed to hold live nativity
performances, but with limited social distanced
audiences. Knowing how popular our nativity
performances are we think the children would
need to put on about 6-8 performances to meet
the demand, and we also would not want to
raise the risk of anyone catching Covid just
before Christmas and therefore have to isolate
for 14 days. We will therefore be sticking to our
original plan of filming our nativity
performances and posting them online for you
all to enjoy.
I know children are keen to bring
Christmas cards in for each other
and we absolutely want them to be
able to. What we have planned is that
the children can place the cards in a
box in their classroom where they will be kept
until a Monday morning (and therefore not
touched for 72 hours), and then they will be
given to children to take home.

Website: harriers-aspirations.org

We have also been asked if you are allowed to
bring presents in for staff. I haven’t conducted
a staff survey, but I am sure the staff would be
delighted this year more than any other to
receive a gift, if you wish to give one
(obviously, as ever, there is no obligation to do
so!). As with all things at the moment, staff will
ensure that they are accepted in a Covid-safe
manner.
I hope you have a lovely festive
period. Please contact the school
office or your child’s class teacher
via Seesaw if you have any
questions about the above.
Kind regards,
Alex Pearson, Principal
PTFA parking signs a huge success!
Our parking signs are
really cute, and get put
out each day to help
manage parking. Kindly
funded by our PTFA,
they are working so
well that other schools
are asking us where we
got them as they like
them so much!
Nursery fairy tales
Nursery children have
been enjoying the fairy
tale, Jack and the
Beanstalk. They looked
at our story map to help
follow the story, and
have used puppets to tell
the story to each other.

Well done Teddy!
Teddy in Pelicans completed his 2000 burpee
challenge in class to raise money for Bone
Cancer. He has been doing this with his mum
all through November. Mr Pearson presented
Teddy with a certificate.

Hot Chocolate Reward

Swifts class enjoyed their class reward... they
had hot chocolate with cream and
marshmallows. We were lucky to get some
Christmas cups donated to us from Costa
Coffee!
A magical winter light show!

Applying for a place in Reception

There is a fantastic FREE light display in the
town centre every evening from dusk to 10pm.
Banbury BID in partnership with Banbury Town
Council are projecting lovely winter scenes and
seasonal music for you to enjoy from a safe
distance - it is really effective!
Dates for your Diary

See our Christmas at Harriers poster overleaf
for a full list of our exciting events.
Wednesday 9 December: PTFA gift wrapping
in classes, must be booked by Monday 7th at
the latest.
Friday 18 December: Last day of term 2.
School finishes EARLY. See the Christmas at
Harriers poster for all timings. No wraparound
care or homework club on this day.
Term dates for 2020-21 are available here

Remember to apply by 15th January 2021:

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/primaryadmissions

Dates for next year
Term and holiday dates for the academic year
2021-2022 are online now:
https://www.harriers-aspirations.org/parentsinformation/term-dates-2021-2022/

Christmas at Harriers
As per the rest of 2020, Christmas will be a little different at school this year. However, we will
still aim to make it as enjoyable as possible for the pupils. We had planned to return to St.
Mary’s for our Carol Concert but that has been cancelled. However, each class will share
some festive work (poems, songs, artwork) on their Seesaw.
Early Years and Year 2 will be performing Nativity plays via technology… watch this space for
more information from your teachers!
Planned events
Wednesday 9th December

School Christmas dinner and wear festive non-uniform
(e.g. a Christmas jumper or reindeer antlers etc.!)
£1 donation to charity
PTFA gift wrapping in classes, must be booked by
Monday 7th at the latest.

Week beginning 4th December

Early Years and Year 2 Nativities online. All other
Year groups will upload festive work online.

Week beginning 10th December

Whole school to watch an online pantomime of
Cinderella.

Friday 18th December

In class parties and wear non-uniform. Bring own
packed lunches of party food – if eligible for free
school meals, donations can be provided by school.

Friday 18th December

Early finish and no wraparound or homework club.
Timings: Reception/Nursery: 1:15pm, Year 1: 1:15pm,
Year 2: 1:20pm, Year 3: 1:30pm, Year 4: 1:25pm,
Year 5: 1:25pm, Year 6: 1:30pm
All from the usual places.

Throughout December pupils will take part in #classrooms to care homes by sending letters
and videos to local care homes.

