Friday 5 November 2021
Telephone: 01295 263067

Email: office@harriers-aspirations.org

Principal’s News
Dear Parents/Carers
Welcome back to Term 2! It has been great to
already see Neanderthals, ancient Greeks,
kings and queens and dinosaur explorers kick
off their topics in style this week!
This term our Condition for Learning is
'Leadership and Responsibility'. This is an
important part of our curriculum as we want all
of our pupils to have a voice and to take
responsibility for making decisions to make
their learning, friendships, school community
and environment as positive as it can be. This
term, in line with Leadership and
Responsibility, we are launching the Harriers
Parliament. Every child from Year 1 to Year 6
will have the opportunity to become a
councillor in a council that is close to their
hearts: Eco, Wellbeing, Aspirations, Safety,
Health & Fitness, Break & Lunch. Each council
will have at least one or two representatives
from each class. If your child would like to be a
councillor, they must prepare to speak in front
of their class and to explain why they should be
chosen to be a councillor. Classes will then
hold elections to choose their councillors next
week.
Every child will have a voice, even if they do
not become a councillor. Before every council
meeting each class will discuss the council's
themes and send their class councillor to the
meeting with the class' thoughts. These
thoughts and ideas will be discussed in the
council meeting and decisions will be made.
Any decisions will then be taken to the cabinet
where they will be ratified. Democracy in
action!
As part of the launch of the Safety Council, we
will be relaunching the Student Travel And
Roadside Safety Team... better known as the
STARS Team! So if you have been driving up
Harriers View, parking on pavements or on our
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beautifully repainted chevrons, watch out!
They'll be coming to speak to you!

The whole school will be learning about staying safe
during National Road Safety Week.

We are chasing families that have not returned
their GDPR permission forms. As soon as
these have been received we hope to be able
to send out the recordings of our Harvest
Assemblies. We are delighted to confirm that
we are currently planning on inviting
parents/carers to attend our Christmas
performances, but this is liable to change
based on Covid rates. We are also pleased to
confirm that this term we are going to be
holding Celebration Assemblies again, after the
Principal Awards assembly was forced online,
and we will be inviting parents/carers to attend
these too.
We hope all our families, pupils and parents
have a lovely term. This is always a special
one in a primary school and we hope to be
able to share the fun and festivities with you all.
Kind regards,
Alex Pearson, Executive Principal

A Letter to the Earth
With COP26 currently taking place in Glasgow,
and climate change being in many people’s
thoughts, it seemed a good time to set Year 5
pupils a voluntary task of writing a letter to the
Earth.
As young people who will inherit the future of
the Earth, this is their chance to say what they
want their world to look like. Letters can be
shared to the Earth at
https://www.letterstotheearth.com/

Junior Principal Team

Our Junior Principal Team have been actively
promoting their initiatives for enhancing our
school community. They have suggested some
excellent plans, aligned with themes that are
important to the other children in school. Their
overall focus is on Eco Equality Safety starting
with football days; one year group will play on the
field per day so that it’s safer for everyone. Read
their letter to parents here.

Fun and friendship in Nursery

What’s for dinner?
School meal menus are online
now: http://www.harriersaspirations.org/parentsinformation/menus/

Platinum Jubilee
In 2022 the Queen will celebrate
her Platinum Jubilee for 70 years
on the throne. To mark this
unprecedented milestone the
government announced an
additional bank holiday on Friday 3rd June.
This date falls in our May half term so we can
take an additional day off in term time.
We have chosen Monday 27th June 2022.
Therefore, the school will be closed to pupils
on Friday 24th June 2022 (which is an INSET
day) and to pupils and staff on Monday 27th
June (Jubilee bank holiday) giving families the
chance to enjoy a long weekend.

Our youngest
members of the
school have
had a fabulous
term 1; the
children all
settled really
well and now
understand the
nursery routine.
Friendships are
beginning to
develop and the
children are
following our nursery rules to ensure we all
stay safe. What a great start to their nursery
adventure!

Sense of
accomplishment
We have had some
fabulous photos of
pupils sent in last
term for our sense of
accomplishment
page. We love
celebrating their
achievements, whether in clubs, sports or the
community. Please email office@harriersaspirations.org, with a short description and
photo, if you would like to share your
child/ren’s successes with us this term.
Take a virtual visit to Harriers
Our new Virtual Visit video
is online now, giving you a
glimpse of all we can offer
children that come to our
wonderful school.
Our Virtual Visit explains the support, nurture
and encouragement we give our pupils...
ensuring they do their very best and fly high!
Flu vaccinations
A reminder that Flu vaccinations are taking
place at Harriers on Wednesday 10th
November for Reception to Year 6 children. If
you have not already done so and would like
your child to have the vaccination, please visit
the Oxfordshire Health website to book:
Harriers school code OX139298
Is it Covid-19?
Please continue to be extra vigilant about
taking precautions against covid-19 infection. If
your child/ren are showing symptoms of the
virus, DO NOT send them into school. Please
call 119 or through https://www.gov.uk/getcoronavirus-test/ to ensure you get a free PCR
test if asked to do so. If the test is negative, the
child can end self-isolation; if positive, the child
should isolate until at least 10 days after their
symptoms appeared. For more information
about the illness and useful web links, see the
full letter to parents here.
Another great way to see what we
are learning at Harriers is to
follow our Facebook page
or our Twitter page.

The National
Sleep
Helpline
One in four
children in the
UK are not
getting
enough sleep,
this has an
impact on
their
behaviour and
ability to learn,
as well as
their physical
health.
The free helpline is run by trained sleep
advisors who can talk to young people directly,
or parents (we can also talk to parents about
their own sleep issues). Download their leaflet
for parents or you can read more here:
https://thesleepcharity.org.uk/national-sleephelpline/

Dates for your Diary
Wednesday 10th November: Flu vaccinations
for Reception to Year 6 children.
Friday 26th November: INSET day (no
children in school).
Friday 17th December: Last day of Term 2,
1.30 pm finish.
Term and holiday dates for this academic year
2021-2022 are online: Term Dates

Term dates for 2022-2023
Here are the term dates for the next academic
year starting in September 2022. Please note
that there will be an additional three INSET
days to be confirmed.
INSET days: 1st and 2nd September 2022
Term 1 – 5th September to 21st October 2022
Term 2 – 31st October to 16th December 2022
Term 3 – 4th January to 10th February 2023
Term 4 – 20th February to 31st March 2023
Term 5 – 17th April to 26th May 2023
Term 6 – 5th June to 21st July 2023

The Poppy Appeal
The Poppy Appeal has started once more and
we at Harriers are supporting the Royal British
Legion in raising funds to support currently
serving and veterans of our armed forces.
The poppies, wristbands, snap bands, key
rings and zip tags are on sale now. Our Year 6
children are running a stall and it will be open
on each school day at break times up to
Remembrance Sunday so that the children can
purchase their poppy items to commemorate
those that have served our country.

Tudor Hall have launched their Saturday Live
virtual events. The 45-minute workshops are
part of their outreach programme of events for
local girls aged 8-10.
They would love to welcome children from
Harriers Banbury Academy.
The password for parents to access the event
booking pages is SaturdayLive
Saturday 6th November at 10am - The six
stages of storytelling https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/tudor-hallsaturday-live-workshop-the-six-stages-ofstorytelling-tickets-195097099677

Items start from 50p up to £1.50
Community Activities

Saturday 4th December at 10am - How to
welcome in the festive season like a Roman https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/io-saturnaliahow-to-welcome-in-the-festive-season-like-aroman-tickets-195157570547

This event is only available for people with an entry
knowledge of Judo; this is due to the safety that is
taught in the first few weeks of starting Judo.

We always welcome new starters to Banbury
Judo Club and have a very welcoming junior
and senior team. Find out more here:
www.banburyjudoclub.org.uk

Click here to enrol

