
Harriers Newsletter
Monday, 4th December 2023

Our Vision: to cultivate high quality education in a supportive environment, enabling 
our pupils to become kind, happy, confident individuals, ready to take on the world



Message from Mrs Coley

Dear Parents and Carers, I cannot believe we are over half way through the Autumn Term and the festive 
holidays are approaching us very fast! The children have had a fantastic term filled with exciting learning 
opportunities and lots of fun; we are very proud of them all! There has also been a wealth of enrichment 
opportunities and school trips that everyone has enjoyed. Thank you to all of the parents who have offered 
to help - we greatly appreciate your support and really wouldn’t be able to do as much as we do without your 
help.
This week is one of our “Attendance” Weeks   Good attendance is one of the most important factors in a 
child’s ability to succeed in school so we expect each child to attend at least 96% of the academic year. 
Let’s all make an extra special effort this week to get our whole school attendance above 96% and see if 
your child/children manage to make it a 100% week for themselves.

Kind regards, Stephanie Coley



Well done to all those classes that achieved more 
than 96% attendance over the last week. If 
pupils are in school, then they are able to learn!! 
A special well done to Doves
who had an astounding 97.1% A class piece goes 
to your whole class reward. 

Swifts 89.3%

Swallows 90.7%

Woodpeckers 95%

Doves 97.1%

Toucans 92.3%

Kingfishers 92.7%

Parrots 85%

Red Kites 94%

Pelicans 96.6%

Flamingoes 95.9%

Eagles 87.5%

Owls 91.3%

Ducklings 91.9%

Robins 86.5%

Wrens 85..6%Whole school attendance this week: 91.4%
Whole school attendance for year to date: 
94.2%
National Average year to date: 94.7%

It’s all of our responsibilities to ensure your 
children are in school when they are well. 
It is parents responsibility to call the office 
each day if your child is absent and reason given.

Attendance Matters!
w/c 27th November



Celebration Assembly 
13th November 2023

High Flyers
Celebrating successes 
outside school



Celebration Assembly 
20th November 2023

High Flyers
Celebrating successes 
outside school



Celebration Assembly 
27th November 2023

High Flyers



Children in Need



Upcoming Dates 
● Monday 4th December Nursery trip to Post Office
● Wednesday 6th & Thursday 7th December Y1 trip to 

Broughton Castle
● Friday 8th December Y4 Ancient Greece Day 
● Friday 8th December PTFA Winter Event and 

Fireworks 
● Tuesday 12th December Nursery Nativity at 2pm
● Wednesday 13th December Christmas Lunches and 

Christmas Jumper Day
KS1 (Y1 and Y2) Nativity at 9am and 2pm

● Thursday 14th December KS1 Nativity at 9am
Carol Service for Y3, Y4, Y5 and Y6 at St. Mary’s 
Church, Banbury at 1.30pm

● Friday 15th December Free – Aaron Williams 
entertainer shows throughout the school day for all 
children.
PTFA Christmas Present wrapping event

● Monday 18th December EYU Nativity at 2pm
● Tuesday 19th December EYU Nativity at 9am
● Wednesday 20th December Party Day and 

non-uniform END OF TERM – 1.30PM !!
● Monday, 8th January INSET DAY - no pupils
● Tuesday, 9th January school starts

 PTFA Christmas Event



Nursery
Nursery have been 
enjoying the cold weather 
in our outdoor area. We 
have been looking at the 
ice and different ways we 
can melt it.

We have also been 
practicing the songs for 
our Christmas show and 
have had lots of fun 
making some of our 
costumes! 



Early Years
We have started our 
Christmas play practice!  The 
children are learning the songs 
really well and we are all very 
excited to show our 
parents/carers in a few weeks!

In the classroom we have been 
doing lots of sorting activities 
and learning how to categorize 
things for our maths. This has 
helped also with our 
instruction following when 
using our Beebots 



Year 1
Year 1 have been busy 
finding out about shapes. 
We have spotted shapes 
around school, sorted 
them into groups and 
made repeating patterns.

In choosing time, some of 
us have also been building 
using 3D shapes. 



Year 2

Year 2 have had a 
busy week rehearsing 
for our Nativity. We 
have made twinkly 
stars to go on the 
stage backdrop using 
tissue paper, PVA glue 
and a small sprinkling 
of glitter.



Year 3 

It has been a busy 
time in Year 3!
We had a fantastic 
trip to the British 
Motor Museum - we 
saw lots of amazing 
cars, including the 
Queen’s car and a 100 
year old bus!
In school, we have 
enjoyed getting stuck 
into Pudsey bear 
activities for Children 
in Need, and we have 
been enjoying learning 
to use Scratch this 
week. 



Year 4
Year 4 have loved learning 
all about the digestive 
system and teeth this term!

The pupils had a video call 
with a dentist. They learned 
about the different types 
of teeth and asked him lots 
of questions!

Also, they have investigated 
the impact that different 
liquids have on our teeth 
through an egg experiment! 
The energy drink and orange 
juice caused the most 
damage!



Year 5
Year 5 had a lovely trip to forest school to look 
at how rivers are formed and make our own. 

We also have been using saws and glue guns to 
safely make bridges!

In Science, we have dissected eggs and flowers 
to deepen our learning of life cycles.



Year 5 - Flamingoes trip to the canal!
Our class finally headed into town and got to have a look at the Canal that passes 
through Banbury. 



Year 6
We have been investigating how light 
travels and what factors affect the size 
and length of a shadow.



SEN and Inclusion

What is meant by ‘inclusion’?

Inclusion in education means 
that all children in school, 
regardless of their difference, 
are part of the school 
curriculum.



Keeping our children safe 

Some helpful information from the NSPCC;

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/depression-anxiet
y-mental-health/



Keeping our children safe online
We will also ping these advice 
sheets to you so that you can 
read them more clearly.  



Storytelling Garden!
The willow domes are now nearly 
done, thank you to Year 5 and the 
storytelling committee - who 
created our first willow portal.  We 
will be planting a second one in 
forest school, as recommended by 
the children.  Year 4 worked with 
EYU to plant the rest of the plants, 
including herbs, roses and berry 
bushes.  Year 4 also did some more 
digging in the never-ending pond!

Year 3 will be planting very young 
silver birch and rowan trees today - 
- frost permitting.  



Support for families this Christmas

Did you know?.... We have our own food, uniform, gift and hygiene banks in school. If you are in need this festive 
period please speak to a member of staff who will be able to help you (confidentially) with resources in school. 

If you have any surplus gifts, hygiene products or non-perishable food that you can donate then these would be 
gratefully received by the office or a member of staff. 

Christmas Hamper appeal 
Prabhu Natarajan from the The Lunchbox Project Banbury and Mr Rowan Ridley founder of Banbury Car and Bike 
Meet have joined hands this year and decided to make 500 Christmas Hampers for the very well-deserving families in 
need. They have also created a fundraising page and it would be really helpful if you share within the 
families/organizations to help us raise funds so that we can extend our help.
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/Christmas-food-parcels?fbclid=IwAR0IxSw7fzpna1hM2-TOqYqCUnbyyWFeryRqBPlIN-KsnEMoSk

R8omhqMM4

 

Kind Regards,

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/Christmas-food-parcels?fbclid=IwAR0IxSw7fzpna1hM2-TOqYqCUnbyyWFeryRqBPlIN-KsnEMoSkR8omhqMM4
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/Christmas-food-parcels?fbclid=IwAR0IxSw7fzpna1hM2-TOqYqCUnbyyWFeryRqBPlIN-KsnEMoSkR8omhqMM4


Please see here for the latest Primary School Health Newsletter 
https://sway.office.com/dGH85FJFkQhEeCTV?ref=em

ail



Music Lessons at Harriers

We offer a variety of 
music lessons at Harriers! 
Some children can have 
music lessons free of 

charge with the 
Oxfordshire Music 

Service! If your child is 
interested in learning a 

musical instrument, please 
go to the following website 

and complete the form!

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/m
usicinterest 

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/musicinterest
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/musicinterest


Activities outside Harriers



Activities outside Harriers



Support Groups


