
Harriers Newsletter
Friday 14th November 2025

Our Vision: to cultivate high quality education in a supportive environment, enabling 
our pupils to become kind, happy, confident individuals, ready to take on the world



Message from Mr Rabiasz

Dear Parents and Carers,

We hope you are all well.  It’s been a really positive start to our second half term.  The children 
have settled really well and have managed to return and get straight back into their routines.

We’ve had some fantastic trips (cinema visits), experiences such as the fireworks, representation 
at the Banbury Remembrance Parade and of course this week’s parents evening - all in just the first 
two weeks of the half term. We are incredibly proud of how engaged and enthusiastic the children 
have been at the start of the term and look forward to building on the momentum in the coming 
weeks.

Kind regards,

Mr Rabiasz



Attendance



 Upcoming Dates Term 2

3rd November - First Day of Term

4th November - Open Morning for Prospective Parents

5th November - Year 1 Kings and Queens Day

November 6th - Fireworks Event 

November 6th - Open Morning for Prospective Parents

November 7th - EYU Phonics Workshop

9th November - Remembrance Parade in town

11th November - Y5 Cinema Trip

11th November - Parents Evening 3.30-5

11th November - Children singing for Children 7pm

12th November - Year 2 Cinema Trip

13th November - Parent’s Evening 3.30-7

14th November - year 4 Cinema

14th  Children In Need Day (non uniform)

17th-21st November Road Safety Week

21st November -

21st November - Year 3 library visit AM

Term 2 parent’s 
evening:  11th 
November and 
13th November



 Upcoming Dates Term 2

27th November - Year 1 Warwick Castle trip

28th November - INSET - no pupils in school

2nd December - Year 1 Christmas Songs in the Hall 9.15

3rd December - Year 1 Christmas Songs in the Hall 1.45

4th December - Year 3 Christmas Book and Brew

9th December - EYU nativity 9.15

10th December - EYU Nativity 1.45

11th December - Carol Concert at St Mary’s 1:30

15th December - iRock concert 10am

16th December - Year 2 nativity 9.15

17th December - Year 2 nativity 1.45

17th December - Christmas Dinner Day

18th December - Aspirations Award Winner assembly 9am

19th December - Christmas Party day

19th December - LAST DAY OF TERM School finishes at 1.30pm

Term 2 parent’s 
evening:  11th 
November and 
13th November



Fireworks 
Thank you to those of that joined us for our 
fantastic fireworks display on Thursday 6th 
November. It was a brilliant event and it was 
really great fun.

We must extend a huge thank you to the 
PTFA team for all of their hard work in 
organising, prepping and running the event. 
Without them it wouldn’t be able to go ahead.

The event raised money towards school 
projects and potential resources; thank you 
to you all for your generosity. 



 Message from Mrs Herbert

In October 2026 I will be walking the Great Wall of 
China in memory of my Dad and to raise money for 
Katharine House Hospice. I have never done anything like 
this before, I am both excited and scared!! 

Thank you so much for helping me raise some money 
towards my fundraising at the firework event, I added 
£260 to my fund. It is helping me reach my £4320 
target! If you would like to read my full story my just 
giving page is; 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/lornaherberttrekschina?u
tm_source=IG&utm_campaign=019

Thank you, 

Mrs Herbert

https://www.justgiving.com/page/lornaherberttrekschina?utm_source=IG&utm_campaign=019
https://www.justgiving.com/page/lornaherberttrekschina?utm_source=IG&utm_campaign=019


Remembrance
Our Junior Principals represented the 
school with pride at the Banbury 
Remembrance Parade on Sunday 9th 
November. They attended the church 
service with maturity and respect, 
listening thoughtfully to the reflections 
shared. 

At People’s Park, they laid the wreath 
with great care, honouring those who 
served and demonstrating our school’s 
commitment to remembrance, 
community spirit, and gratitude for the 
sacrifices made.



Upper Phase Assembly
10.11.25



Lower Phase Assembly
11.11.25



MTC Parent 
Meeting 

Thank you to all those parents who came to join our year 
3 and 4 MTC meeting. It was lovely to see so many 
parents engaged in finding out more about the MTC, 
TTRS and how we can work together to support your 
child to develop their times table knowledge. 
https://www.loom.com/share/39edd68a28dc4bc1905f0cdd
bbe22d4c?sid=a4900e25-a1fb-400b-8ac1-375badaf448e
https://www.loom.com/share/b35811ced2c242d484fc85d1
0773000d 

Please follow the links to a two part loom with a summary 
of the information given in the meeting. 

Please also see the TTRS recommended preparation 
schedule- this shows which modes are recommended 
throughout the year. 

https://www.loom.com/share/39edd68a28dc4bc1905f0cddbbe22d4c?sid=a4900e25-a1fb-400b-8ac1-375badaf448e
https://www.loom.com/share/39edd68a28dc4bc1905f0cddbbe22d4c?sid=a4900e25-a1fb-400b-8ac1-375badaf448e
https://www.loom.com/share/b35811ced2c242d484fc85d10773000d
https://www.loom.com/share/b35811ced2c242d484fc85d10773000d


OPAL Playtimes!
We are really excited to be starting OPAL 
playtimes next week.  We had a party in the 
playground yesterday following our launch 
assembly, and it was great to feel such 
happy energy all around!

We want to say a really massive thank 
you to our wonderful PTFA for making 
this OPAL opportunity possible in the 
first place - we could not be doing it 
without you!

Thank you so much too to all the families 
who have kindly donated things for OPAL.

Here are some of the activities we will be 
offering from next week.  We are also so 
lucky to have dynamic Year 6 children 
running a reading group and working as 
Lego Leaders, as well as OPAL pupil 
councillors in every class from Y1-Y6

We look forward to seeing OPAL in action! 



Nursery

We have been digging, 
building and finding spiders.

We have also been looking 
after some dragon’s eggs, 
and making our own dragons 
and eggs from clay and 
papier mache.  



Early Years

 This week Early 
Years have 

continued with our 
learning about 
dinosaurs. We 

have made some 
dinosaurs 

habitats, and used 
our construction 

skills to junk 
model dinosaurs! 



Year 1

Year 1 had an amazing 
‘Kings and Queens 
Day’! We baked 
delicious cupcakes for 
our royal banquet, 
designed the rules for 
our own kingdom, and 
made beautiful crowns 
to wear.



Year 2
The Year 2 pupils had an 

amazing trip to the 

cinema!

We received free tickets 

in the Film Festival and 

had a brilliant time 

watching The Smurfs and 

eating our popcorn!



Year 3 
We made pumpkin soup as part 

of our writing lessons!  We 

were learning how to use 

conjunctions, so we made 

pumpkin soup and when we 

wrote up our summary, we used 

conjunctions to expand our 

sentences.



Year 4
Year 4 children have just 
started learning how to play 
Jingle Bells on the glockenspiel 
ready to perform at the carol 
concert in December.

On Children in Need Day, the 
children had a very rainy walk 
down to the Light Cinema to 
watch Ocean narrated by Sir 
David Attenborough. They 
enjoyed the experience of 
being in the cinema (some for 
the first time) and munching 
on delicious snacks!



Year 5

  Year 5 thoroughly enjoyed 
their first music lesson of 
the term - learning to play 
the ukulele! For the 
majority of the children, 
this was their first time 
playing a ukulele. The 
children learnt some facts 
about ukuleles and then had 
a go at playing a simple song. 



Year 6

  In Year 6 topic this week, the 
children have been learning about 
World War 2.

The children learnt about the allies 
and axies countries.

In addition, the children learnt 
about different propaganda and 
analysed what the posters message 
were.

Furthermore, interlinking with our 
English book ‘The valley of lost 
secrets’ the children learnt about 
evacuees and rationing in Britain at 
that time.



Children in 
Need

The Harriers pupils have really 
enjoyed celebrating Children in 
Need!

Each class has been completing 
their own challenges to 
celebrate the ‘Challenge 
Yourself’ theme!

We have had year group discos, 
created Pudsey masks and 
completed a Strictly dance 
challenge!

We raised £235.70! Thank you 
to everyone who donated





Music Lessons at Harriers



SEN and Inclusion

Hidden Disabilities

Some people have disabilities that aren’t visible, like ADHD, autism, dyslexia, asthma or anxiety. These are called 
hidden (or invisible) disabilities. Even though you can’t see them, they can still make everyday things harder.

● Some people need extra help even if they look fine.

● Be kind and patient — everyone learns and feels differently.

● If a friend seems upset or needs space, ask, “Are you okay?”

Parents:
Please take some time to…
Talk to your children about how not all disabilities can be seen.
Encourage your children to show understanding and kindness.
Share with school if your child has a hidden difficulty — small changes can make a big difference.



This week’s hidden disability focus: ADHD

ADHD (Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder) is a hidden disability that affects how someone 
concentrates, organises their thoughts, and manages their energy. People with ADHD might find it 
hard to sit still, focus for long, or remember instructions but they’re often creative, energetic and 
full of great ideas!

For more information, the Hidden Disabilities Sunflower website has a video and easy-read bullet 
points that you can share with your children.

https://hdsunflower.com/uk/insights/post/adhd 

https://hdsunflower.com/uk/insights/post/adhd


SEN and Inclusion

- a working radio 
- fairy lights / 
christmas lights 
- bean bags to sit on
- ball pit and balls
- mirrors (small/medium) 
- tunnel 
- projector light
- lava lamp
- black out 
material/blinds/curtains

We are sending out a plea for some resources to support children. If you, 
your family or friends have any of the following items at home and you are 
happy to donate them to our school we would be hugely grateful! The list is 
not exhaustive, any sensory items are welcome.



Safeguarding our children

If you have any concerns about your child’s safety, your 
safety or that of another child/family in our school, then 
please see one of the Designated Safeguarding Team. Mrs 
Agate is our Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL)

Who we are……..

Mrs Agate  Mr Sherington  Mrs StephensMiss WayteMiss Thewlis Miss Buswell



Safeguarding our children

Watch this useful clip - 
https://youtu.be/lO6599wP390



Online Safety - Wake-up Wednesday Advice
AI can now generate realistic looking videos that are almost 
impossible to distinguish from genuine content. From hoax 
news to abusive deepfakes, these synthetic clips can 
mislead, manipulate and even harm. As AI tools become more 
advanced, and more accessible, young people are increasingly 
at risk of encountering fake but convincing footage online. 
This #WakeUpWednesday guide unpacks the dangers of 
AI-generated videos, from the emotional impact of fake 
distressing content to the potential for impersonation and 
bullying. With practical tips to help young users spot 
deepfakes and navigate online spaces with confidence, this 
guide is an essential read for parents and educators 
navigating this rapidly evolving digital landscape.

Pokémon TCG Pocket has brought the world-famous trading 
card game onto smartphones – and with over 100 million 
downloads, it’s already captured the attention of countless 
fans. The app combines quick-fire card battles, collectible 
decks, and the thrill of opening booster packs. For many 
children, it’s a blend of strategy, fun, and Pokémon nostalgia 
that’s hard to resist. 

Beneath the colourful exterior, there are risks that parents 
and educators should know about. In-game purchases, 
monthly passes, and limited-time expansions encourage 
ongoing spending, while the competitive online play may lead 
to frustration, over-investment, and extended screen time. 
This guide helps adults understand these hidden challenges.



https://sway.cloud.microsoft/lofytcGNWRIJ0t8y?ref=email
&loc=play

 Term 2: Primary School Health Nursing 
Newsletter November 2025

https://sway.cloud.microsoft/lofytcGNWRIJ0t8y?ref=email&loc=play
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/lofytcGNWRIJ0t8y?ref=email&loc=play


Fostering in Oxfordshire



Career opportunities



Activities outside school



Christmas Tree School Donation

If you are purchasing a Christmas Tree from here, 
Please mention Harriers Banbury Academy.

Thank you! 


