
Harriers Newsletter
Tuesday 2nd December 2025

Our Vision: to cultivate high quality education in a supportive environment, enabling 
our pupils to become kind, happy, confident individuals, ready to take on the world



Message from Mr Rabiasz

Dear Parents and Carers,

I hope you are all well.  It’s been a fantastic end of the term at Harriers with a wide range of events taking place. 
We’ve had some superb performances from across the school: Nursery’s fiery dragon pantomime; Early Year, Year 1 
and 2’s outstanding nativities; and Years 3 to 6 performed beautifully in their Carol Concert at St Mary’s Church. 
All of the children participated brilliantly!

Alongside our array of festive performances, there has been some excellent learning and activities taking place 
across the school as the term has drawn to a close.

From all of us at Harriers, we hope you have a wonderful Christmas break and look forward to seeing you all in 2026 
at the beginning of the Spring Term.

Kind regards,

Mr Rabiasz



Attendance



 Upcoming Dates Term 3 Monday 5th January - INSET  (school closed to pupils)

Tuesday 6th January - First day of term 

Thursday 22nd January 5.30pm - EYU stargazing event

Wednesday 4th and Thursday 5th February - SCARF PSHE 
workshops for pupils

WB Monday 9th February - Children’s mental health week

Tuesday 10th February - Y6 SATs information evening

Thursday 12th February - PTFA Valentine’s disco

Friday 13th February - Last day of term



Harriers X Futures Chess

On Friday 12th December we 
welcomed 10 students from 
Futures Institute for an 
afternoon of chess.

It was a fantastic event with a 
large group of Year 5 and 6 
children taking part alongside, 
and against, their older 
counterparts.

After Christmas we will be 
opening up the participation to 
have a Lower Phase session 
and an Upper Phase session 
with Futures Institute joining 
us fortnightly.



iRock @ Harriers

We were treated to an 
absolutely brilliant showcase 
of musicality on Monday 15th 
December.

Five bands performed in front 
of a crowd comprised of 
parents, family members and 
other children.
All the performers did a 
fantastic job with renditions 
of Coldplay and Katy Perry 
songs to name a few.

Well done to all the 
performers for all their 
performances and hard work!



Lower Phase Assembly
02.12.25



Upper Phase Assembly
08.12.25



Aspirations Assembly 
18.12.25

Well done to our Aspiration 
award winners!





Christmas TTRS 
Battle!

Years 2-6 are invited to join our holiday 
TTRS competition. Please see the poster 

for details. 

There are rewards for the winning class 
and individual winners in each class. 

Have fun!!!



OPAL

 

We have ordered some new 
sports equipment for OPAL, 
thanks to the PTFA :-).  We 
look forward to that arriving 
after the holidays.  

Also, it is so fantastic to see 
children volunteering to run 
OPAL clubs at lunchtime.  

So many children have 
applied, that we are going to 
have to plan for that over 
the holidays and let them all 
know in January.  



Nursery

Nursery were excellent baby 
dragons, hatching from their 
eggs and learning how to hide 
in our Dragon Pantomime.

They have baked delicious 
gingerbread this week!

Next term, we look forward to 
welcoming some new children.  
We enjoyed meeting them and 
their families during our ‘Stay 
and Play’ times.  

 



Early Years

 Early Years have 
really enjoyed all 
of the Christmas 

Celebrations. 
Including: our 

Christmas show, 
Christmas jumper 

day, Christmas 
crafting activities, 

and Christmas 
Dinner day.



Year 1

Year 1 really enjoyed 
having their Christmas 
dinner and wearing their 
Christmas jumpers. 

They have also been 
working hard on their 
Christmas list poems. 

I’m



Year 2
The Year 2 pupils have such 

a fantastic few weeks! The 

children have loved 

preparing for and 

performing in their Prickly 

Hay nativity performance! 

Also, we made and burned 

down our Tudor houses in 

Forest School with Mr 

Sherington, recreating the 

Great Fire of London!



Year 3 
Year 3 enjoyed making board 

games using magnets. Some of 

us made up new games, some 

edited existing ones to make 

them use magnets. Most of us 

used our knowledge of the fact 

that magnetism is a 

non-contact force and so can 

work through the board. 



Year 4
Year 4 children were happy to 
perform their glockenspiel 
version of Jingle Bells at the 
carol concert.

They have also enjoyed making 
Christmas cards in the style of 
Quentin Blake.



Year 5

  
What a busy end to term we have had! 
We finished off our topic this week by 
planning our own settlements. The 
children worked together incredibly 
well and collaborated brilliantly. They 
are all very proud of their work. 
We also had a great basketball 
tournament with more fantastic 
teamwork!



Year 6

  
Year 6 have worked incredibly hard this 
week writing a narrative about World 
War 2 and debating whether we would 
declare war if we were the British Prime 
Minister during World War 2, but made 
sure to find time to do fun things in the 
final week of term, including a very 
competitive Christmas Quiz.

On Christmas Jumper Day, spirits were 
high and the amount of pigs in blankets 
consumed was even higher!





Harriers PTFA



Music Lessons at Harriers

There are currently spaces 
available for singing lessons 

from next term 
please sign up here

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/musicinterest



SEN and Inclusion

Hidden Disabilities

Some people have disabilities that aren’t visible, like ADHD, autism, dyslexia, asthma or anxiety. These are called 
hidden (or invisible) disabilities. Even though you can’t see them, they can still make everyday things harder.

● Some people need extra help even if they look fine.

● Be kind and patient — everyone learns and feels differently.

● If a friend seems upset or needs space, ask, “Are you okay?”

Parents:
Please take some time to…
Talk to your children about how not all disabilities can be seen.
Encourage your children to show understanding and kindness.
Share with school if your child has a hidden difficulty — small changes can make a big difference.



This week’s hidden disability focus: Autism

Autism is a condition that affects how a person thinks, feels, interacts with others, and experiences 
their environment.  It is a lifelong developmental disability that affects people in different ways - 
every autistic person is different to every other.

For more information, the Hidden Disabilities Sunflower website has easy-read bullet points that 
you can share with your children.

https://hdsunflower.com/uk/insights/post/autism 

Additional video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LBN6bOuvse0 

https://hdsunflower.com/uk/insights/post/autism
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LBN6bOuvse0


SEN and Inclusion

- a working radio 
- fairy lights / 
christmas lights 
- bean bags to sit on
- ball pit and balls
- mirrors (small/medium) 
- tunnel 
- projector light
- lava lamp
- black out 
material/blinds/curtains

We are sending out a plea for some resources to support children. If you, 
your family or friends have any of the following items at home and you are 
happy to donate them to our school we would be hugely grateful! The list is 
not exhaustive, any sensory items are welcome.



Safeguarding our children

If you have any concerns about your child’s safety, your 
safety or that of another child/family in our school, then 
please see one of the Designated Safeguarding Team. Mrs 
Agate is our Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL)

Who we are……..

Mrs Agate  Mr Sherington  Mrs StephensMiss WayteMiss Thewlis Miss Buswell



Safeguarding children

Here are some useful support lines you may wish to access throughout the 
holiday period;

NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/advice-for-families/

Childline - https://www.childline.org.uk/

Samaritans - https://www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help/contact-samaritan/

Children’s mental health - 
https://www.nhs.uk/every-mind-matters/supporting-others/childrens-mental-health/

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/advice-for-families/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help/contact-samaritan/
https://www.nhs.uk/every-mind-matters/supporting-others/childrens-mental-health/


Online Safety - Wake-up Wednesday Advice
This online safety guide explores 
the world of online scalping, 
where bots snap up high-demand 
items for resale at extortionate 
prices, and explains the risks to 
children and young people.

AI-powered toys can be both 
exciting and educational, but they 
also raise new questions about 
data privacy, safety, and how 
children learn.



https://sway.cloud.microsoft/lofytcGNWRIJ0t8y?ref=email
&loc=play

 Term 2: Primary School Health Nursing 
Newsletter November 2025

https://sway.cloud.microsoft/lofytcGNWRIJ0t8y?ref=email&loc=play
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/lofytcGNWRIJ0t8y?ref=email&loc=play


Fostering in Oxfordshire



Career opportunities



Activities outside school



Activities outside school



Christmas Tree School Donation

If you are purchasing a Christmas Tree from here, 
Please mention Harriers Banbury Academy.

Thank you! 


